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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

incumbents shall hold until their successors qualify has grown up and taken
position as part of the law; and according to the law as it has been laid down
for us, it is upon this provision or rule that dependence is placed primarily
for having the offices continuously filled, notwithstanding any delay or failure
in the election of successors in ordinary course. (Emphasis added)
Reed v. President & Comm'rs of Town of N. E., 226 Md. at 243, 172 A.2d at 542 (1961)
(italicized emphasis in original) (quoting Benson v. Mellor, 152 Md. 481, 137 A. 294, 298
(1927)).
Without belaboring the point, the County Attorney serves an essential function
within County government. It is my understanding that the County Attorney reviews all
contracts executed by the County. The County Attorney is involved in extensive litigation
on behalf of the County and provides consultation to various departments within County
government. In short, leaving the County Attorney's position vacant clearly would have
such a deleterious impact on the County's ability to conduct day to day business. This is
contrary to the well established stated policy in Maryland that positions need to be filled
in order to accomplish the operations of government.
On a related note, I have been authorized by the Local Government Insurance Trust
to attempt to facilitate a resolution between the County Executive's Office and the County
Council regarding the duties and responsibilities of the various branches of government.
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Administration and the Council to
attempt to facilitate an amicable resolution to any questions or concerns regarding the
duties and the responsibilities of the County Executive and County Council. Please let me
know if this would be of any interest to the elected officials.
Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

BY: Kevin Karpinski
KK:bjap

